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AMERICAN LIFE LEAGUE REPORT ON CCHD 
 
 

Background 
 
In September 2009, American Life League joined a coalition with several other Catholic organizations, including 
Human Life International, Bellarmine Veritas Ministry, Catholic Advocate, Catholic Radio International and 
others who are highly concerned about the granting practices of the Catholic Campaign for Human 
Development and its inconsistent statements in defense of its grants. It was because of these concerns that we 
called for a boycott of CCHD funding until each is adequately addressed and satisfactorily rectified.   
 
¢ƻ ŘŀǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ //I5 ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ άŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ŀƭƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŜǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ 
50 have been profiled and await response. From the earliest stages of this campaign, our requests to meet with 
CCHD executives have been denied (except in the case of one coalition member as an individual), despite their 
public statements that we have not tried to meet with them in person.  
 
Furthermore, the CCHD released a dƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ άCƻǊ ǘƘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘΣέ ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜ-investigated two 
groups, The San Francisco Organizing Project (SFOP) and LA Community Action Network (LA CAN).  Without 
ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ όŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ [! /!bΩǎ ŜƴŘƻǊǎement of homosexual 
marriage and promotion of birth control and SFOP's support and promotion of a contraception-providing clinic 
are attached), CCHD and the local archdioceses in which they reside proclaimed their innocence of the charges 
and cleared them for further funding.   
 
 

Findings 
 
American Life League has compiled information on nearly 50 CCHD grantees engaged in some manner in the 
promotion of activities and ideologies antithetical to Church teaching. The following is a series of profiles on 
these grantees: 

Southwest Organizing Project (SWOP) - Illinois - $45,000 

 Listed as a ά[ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅέ ǿƛǘƘ 9ƭŜǾу /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ  
o 9ƭŜǾу /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ hǳǘŎƻƳŜ hōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ōƛǊǘƘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ϦŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜϦ 

sex education. 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ {²htΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǿŜō site, ά{²ht ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ώŦƛǾŜϐ Elev8 (formerly 
Integrated Services in Schools) projects across the City of Chicago.  These partnerships, leveraged through the 
New Communities Program of LISC Chicago and with the generous financial support of Atlantic Philanthropies, 
are working to create a new model for middle schools that will enhance academic support as well as provide 
ƘƻƭƛǎǘƛŎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘ ƛƴ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘΦέ 
(http://www.swopchicago.org/display.aspx?pointer=6002)  
 
According to LISC Chicago:  

The Atlantic Philanthropies, an international foundation supporting Elev8 programs in four U.S. 
locations, made comprehensive sex education a requirement for receiving the four-year grant, 
which totaled $18 million in Chicago.  One goal of the project is to show how improved student 
health can lead to higher academic achievement, and helping kids avoid unsafe sexual activity is a 

http://www.swopchicago.org/display.aspx?pointer=6002
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part of that, said Alice Duff, a program executive at Atlantic.  
 
Parents and educators at Elev8 schools were uneasy with the requirement at first, said Chris Brown, 
director of education programs for LISC. While comprehensive sex education promotes abstinence, 
it also teaches adolescents how to protect themselves from pregnancy and sexually transmitted 
diseases if they do become sexually active. 
 
ΨbƻōƻŘȅ ǘƘƛƴƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ-ǎŎƘƻƻƭŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǎŜȄΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψōǳǘ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǊŜΣ 
and we have to give them informatioƴ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎΦΩ (http://www.lisc-
chicago.org/display.aspx?pointer=7425)  

 
[L{/ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ 9ƭŜǾуΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ summary.  (http://www.lisc-
chicago.org/content/11/documents/elev8_chicago_program_summary1-09.doc) 
In tƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅΣ {²htΩǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƭŜŀŘ ŀgency in the program is confirmed. Furthermore, the document lists 
Health outcome objectives for Elev8 Chicago. The third outcome states: 
 

1. All graduates will know how to prevent pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases, and have the 
ability to apply responsible decision-making skills with regard to their personal health.  
 

In the program summary, SWOP is partnered with the ACCESS Community Health Network for the creation of 
health centers in schools.  ACCESS states the following on its web site regarding family planning 
(http://www.accesscommunityhealth.net/familyplanning): 
Program Description:  

Access Community Health Network acknowledges a woman's right to choose among the full spectrum 
of reproductive options. 

Family planning services are provided at all ACCESS health centers. ACCESS Des Plaines Valley Health 
/ŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ŦǊŜŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ tǳōƭƛŎ IŜŀƭǘƘΩǎ ¢ƛǘƭŜ · ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 

Services Provided:  

We provide confidential family planning counseling, education around safe sex and STDs, birth control 
including IUDs, and emergency contraception. In consultation with your medical provider, you can 
choose the birth control method that best suits your needs. 

This program is available at these locations:  

Family Planning services are available at all ACCESS locations. 

Analysis: SWOP is working as a lead agency for the implementation of health centers in schools with the stated 
objective to include comprehensive sex education, which includes artificial birth control. In order to accomplish 
this, SWOP is working directly with ACCESS Community Health Network, whose services include a wide array of 
birth control methods and devices. DƛǾŜƴ {²htΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ Ǿiolation of Church teaching and 
unworthy of Catholic funding. 
 
  

http://www.lisc-chicago.org/display.aspx?pointer=7425
http://www.lisc-chicago.org/display.aspx?pointer=7425
http://www.lisc-chicago.org/content/11/documents/elev8_chicago_program_summary1-09.doc
http://www.lisc-chicago.org/content/11/documents/elev8_chicago_program_summary1-09.doc
http://www.accesscommunityhealth.net/familyplanning
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Community Organizing and Family Issues (Listed as "Parents Organized to Win, Educate, and Renew)- Illinois - 
$40,000 

 Received a donation from Playboy Foundation (http://www.cofionline.org/about_cofi.php?id=7 ) 
 Donated to the Obama campaign 

(http://query.nictusa.com/pres/2008/12G/C00431445/A_EMPLOYER_C00431445.html ) 
o This is a direct violation of CCHD's criteria number 7: 

(http://www.usccb.org/cchd/grants/criteria.shtml ) 
Á The organization must be fully nonpartisan when engaging in political activities. 

Organizations engaged in partisan political activity are not eligible. 

 Analysis: The contribution from the Playboy Foundation is a red flag, obliging the CCHD to immediately 
investigate. However, as is stated in the summary above, the donation from COFI to the Obama campaign 
disqualifies the organization for CCHD grant money. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.cofionline.org/about_cofi.php?id=7
http://query.nictusa.com/pres/2008/12G/C00431445/A_EMPLOYER_C00431445.html
http://www.usccb.org/cchd/grants/criteria.shtml
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Chicago Workers Collaborative - Illinois - $30,000 

 Listed with the International Socialist Organization (ISO) 
(http://www.internationalsocialist.org/links.html ) 

 ¢ƘŜ Ϧ{ƻŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ ²ƻǊƪŜǊϦ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ ²ƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ /ƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜΣ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŦǳƴŘǎ  
(http://socialistworker.org/2007-2/640/640_06_Cygnus.shtml ) 

 Featured in The Militant (socialist newspaper) (http://www.themilitant.com/2009/7311/index.shtml ) 
 tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ƎǳŜǎǘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ƛƴ άtǳōƭƛŎ CƻǊǳƳ wŜǘŀƛƭ ²ƻǊƪŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΣ ¦ƴƛǘŜΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ ōȅ 

Chicago Socialists, a branch of ISO (http://www.chicagosocialists.org/events/detail.php?event_id=44 ) 
 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ άŀōƻǳǘ ǳǎέ ƻƴ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ {ƻŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ ǿŜō site: (http://www.chicagosocialists.org/about ) 

o "A world free of exploitationτsocialismτis not only possible but worth fighting for. The ISO 
stands in the tradition of revolutionary socialists Karl Marx, V.I. Lenin and Leon Trotsky in the 
belief that workers themselvesτthe vast majority of the populationτare the only force that 
can lead the fight to win a socialist society. Socialism can't be brought about from above, but 
has to be won by workers themselves." 

 tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǾŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ά{ƻŎƛŀƭƛǎƳ нллфέ όhttp://socialismconference.org/ ) 

Analysis: All supporting documentation is attached; illustrating that Chicago Workers Collaborative is in fact a 
Marxist organization. Radical Marxist socialism was condemned by several popes, so there is no excuse for the 
/ƘƛŎŀƎƻ ²ƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ Collaborative to have even been considered for grant money. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.internationalsocialist.org/links.html
http://socialistworker.org/2007-2/640/640_06_Cygnus.shtml
http://www.themilitant.com/2009/7311/index.shtml
http://www.chicagosocialists.org/events/detail.php?event_id=44
http://www.chicagosocialists.org/about
http://socialismconference.org/
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LA Community Action Network (AKA: CANGRESS) ς California - $40,000 
(UPDATE 11-16-2009) - According to a recent document from the CCHD titled, "For the Record - The Truth about 
CCHD Fundingέ, The Archdiocese of Los Angeles has reviewed the activity of LA CAN and determined the 
organization does not engage in any activity contrary to Church teaching, and has recommended continued 
funding for the organization. (http://www.usccb.org/cchd/for_the_record2009-11.pdf ) 

o Supports homosexual marriage  
Á Newsletter 

o Promotes access to emergency contraception and "family planning" through a monthly clinic offered by 
thŜ 5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ {ŜŜ {ŜǇǘember-October 2006 newsletter illustrating this promotion. 

¢ƘŜ [! /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ 
Proposition 8, the California Marriage Protection Act, ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ άƻnly marriage between a man and a woman 
is valid or recognized in the sǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΦέ 

tŀƎŜ у ƻŦ [! /ŀƴΩǎ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ Ωлу-WŀƴǳŀǊȅ Ωлф ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴέ ǎŀƛŘ 
(http://www.cangress.org/archive-publications/connection-december08-january09.pdf): 

LA CAN has long operated a civic engagement project, which includes voter registration, education and 
mobilization efforts. A group of 15 members coordinated our efforts from August through November 
2008, registering hundreds of voters and providing educational materials and forums for thousands.  
Χ 
Many LA CAN members also worked with the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force campaign to defeat 
Proposition 8, which repealed the right to marry for same-sex couples. Unfortunately, this proposition 
also narrowly passed - a civil rights defeat for all Californians. 

 
Page 5 of its September-October 2006 newsletter promotes birth control and family planning through its 
working affiliation with the 5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ Center (http://www.cangress.org/archive-
publications/connect-sept-oct06.pdf): 
 

For these reasons, Downtown WomŜƴΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ό5²/ύ Ƙŀǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ W²/I LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀ ƴŜǿ 
ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎƭƛƴƛŎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƭƛƴƛŎ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ όонр {Φ [ƻǎ !ƴƎŜƭŜǎ 
St., between 3rd and 4th St.) every third Wednesday of the month. If you are reading the Community 
/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΣ ŎƘŀƴŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ 5²/Η 
 
This clinic aims to help women access health care in a setting that is comfortable and private, with as 
ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƛȊŜŘ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƭƛƴƛŎ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ needs by providing 
well-woman exams, along with basic primary care services. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ-woman exam, you ask? This exam includes a Pap smear and breast exam, and, depending 
on your needs, can include contraceptive/family planning counseling and prescriptions, menopausal 
counseling, STD, HIV and pregnancy testing. 

 
LA CAN has a strong working relationship with DWC, and in fact shares leadership in the Downtown WoƳŜƴΩǎ 
Action Coalition (DWAC). !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ [! /!bΩǎ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ άǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎέ 
(http://www.cangress.org/women.htm) : 
 

LA CAN provides the home organization and coordination of DWAC and shares leadership in the 
/ƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ {wh IƻǳǎƛƴƎΦ 

http://www.usccb.org/cchd/for_the_record2009-11.pdf
http://www.cangress.org/archive-publications/connection-december08-january09.pdf
http://www.cangress.org/archive-publications/connect-sept-oct06.pdf
http://www.cangress.org/archive-publications/connect-sept-oct06.pdf
http://www.cangress.org/women.htm
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The 2004 Needs Assessment Report, found on the same web ǎƛǘŜΣ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ [! /!bΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ 
(http://www.cangress.org/archive-documents/2004CoverColumnFarRightCenteredYellow.pdf): 

As with the original Needs Assessment project in 2001, a sub-committee of DWAC, with representatives 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ [ƻǎ !ƴƎŜƭŜǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ bŜǘǿƻǊƪΣ ŀƴŘ {wh IƻǳǎƛƴƎ 
Corporation, was formed to plan and facilitate the 2004 updated and expanded needs assessment. 

 
¦ƴŘŜǊ άwŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ŦƻǊ ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ IŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜέ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ с όŀƴŘ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ офύΣ ǘƘŜ 
report says: 
 

Identify new resources for health care in the Skid Row community and ensure that set-asides are 
created for specialty health services for women, including follow-up care for health issues identified 
through screenings, birth control, and sexual assault and domestic violence intervention and 
counseling. 

 
!ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎΥ [! /!bΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ōƛǊǘƘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜƴƛŀōƭŜ, and yet the Archdiocese of Los Angeles and CCHD 
ƛƴǎƛǎǘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ άthat the organization does not engage in any activity 
ŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ [ƛŦŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜgard is that the 
!ǊŎƘŘƛƻŎŜǎŜ ƻŦ [ƻǎ !ƴƎŜƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ //I5 Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ōƛǊǘƘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƻ ōŜ άŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ 
ŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΦέ   
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¢ƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ wŜǾƛǘŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ό²/wtύ ς Pennsylvania - $30,000  
(UPDATE 11-16-2009) According to a recent document from the CCHD titled, "For the Record - The Truth about 
CCHD Funding": The Diocese of Philadelphia, along with CCHD, continue to gather the facts involving this 
organization. This grant has been placed on hold during this process. Once all pertinent information has been 
reviewed, a final determination will be made regarding this organization. 
(http://www.usccb.org/cchd/for_the_record2009-11.pdf ) 

o Coalition Partner with Women Vote PA 
(http://bellarmineveritasministry.files.wordpress.com/2009/10/womens.jpg)  
Á ²ƻƳŜƴ ±ƻǘŜ t! ƛǎ ŀŘǾŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ϦtǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ !ƎŜƴŘŀΣϦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ  

Á same-sex marriage  
Á "comprehensive" sex education  
Á "reproductive health care" and "family planning"  
Á emergency contraception 

o Received a $16,400 grant from ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ²ŀȅΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ CǳƴŘ for 2009 
(http://www.womensway.org/resources-community-fund.asp)  
Á According to the page explaining the fund,  

Á "The following types of organizations and projects conflict with our values and funding 
philosophy and would not be considered."  
Á "Organizations that consider themselves to be pro-life"  
Á ϦhǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ 

reproductive choices"  
Á "Organizations and projects promoting abstinence-only sex education"  
Á "Organizations and projects opposing same-sex relationships or marriage" 

(http://www.womensway.org/resources-community-fund-general.asp ) 

!ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎΥ {ƘƻǊǘƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƴƎ //I5 ƎǊŀƴǘŜŜǎ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘΣ ²/wtΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ 
Women Vote PAΩǎ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ Ŏƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΦ However, it is the opinion of American Life League that in order to 
ƻōǘŀƛƴ ŀ ƎǊŀƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ²ŀȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ CǳƴŘΣ ²/wt ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άŦǳƭƭ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎΦέ  !ǎ ǎǳŎƘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǿŀȅ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘȅ ƻŦ 
Catholic funding, and yet, as of December 12, 2009, WCRP remains on the list of CCHD grantees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.usccb.org/cchd/for_the_record2009-11.pdf
http://bellarmineveritasministry.files.wordpress.com/2009/10/womens.jpg
http://www.womensway.org/resources-community-fund.asp
http://www.womensway.org/resources-community-fund-general.asp
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The San Francisco Organizing Project (SFOP) ς California - $35,000 
(UPDATE 11-16-2009) - According to a recent document from the CCHD titled, "For the Record - The Truth about 
CCHD Funding,( http://www.usccb.org/cchd/for_the_record2009-11.pdfύέ  

"Archdiocese of San Francisco strongly supports the work of the San Francisco Organizing Project (SFOP) 
to expand access to health care to children. Both Archbishop Levada and Archbishop Niederauer have 
spoken at SFOP events; SFOP has met regularly with Archdiocesan staff to coordinate work on health 
care access and other issues that affect the poor and immigrant families. " 

o Provides major support for health clinics that provide "family planning" and emergency contraception 
for both adults and minors. 

SFOP, on its own web site (http://www.sfop.org/healthcare.html), makes the following claims: 

1. Won $200,000 for Mission Neighborhood Health Center and Excelsior Clinic for Women and Children.  
2. Won Healthy Kids program to provide universal healthcare for children regardless of documentation 

status (2001). 
3. Saved Excelsior Clinic and the public pharmacy at SF General Hospital. 
4. Won Healthy San Francisco ς a first-in-the-country program to provide universal healthcare to all 

82,000 uninsured San Franciscans. 
 
In order to be clear, this report will expose each of these four points in order. 
 
Re: Point 1 - As originally reported on our web site, the Mission Neighborhood Health Center 
(http://www.mnhc.org/YouthServices.shtml) and the Excelsior Clinic for Women and Children 
(http://www.mnhc.org/ExcelsiorServices.shtml) both provide family planning services, family planning 
counseling and emergency contraception.  This has never been addressed or clarified by the CCHD or the 
Archdiocese of San Francisco.   
 
Re: Point 2 ς SFOP mentions that it worked with San Francisco Health Plan in order to achieve passage of the 
Healthy Kids Program.  In this 2005 report on SFOP is an explanation of its relationship with San Francisco 
Health Plan, specifically in regard to the Healthy Kids program.   
(http://gardnercenter.stanford.edu/docs/SFOP_0405.pdf)  It said: 
 

Relationships with other organizations and agencies have historically been on an as-needed basis 
depending on current campaigns, but over the past five years, SFOP has been developing longer-term 
partnerships with organizations such as San Francisco Health Plan and Council of Community Housing 
Organizations. 

 
And  
 

IŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ {ChtΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŎƛǘȅǿƛŘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ǘƘŜ IŜŀƭǘƘȅ YƛŘǎ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ 
program and helped to enroll 2,000 children in the program through the San Francisco Health Plan over 
a two-year period. 

There are two very serious problems with this. For one thing, San Francisco Health Plan is very active in 
promoting and covering family planning services, which includes: 
http://www.sfhp.org/files/PDF/members/EOC/MC_EOC_ENG.pdf  
 

If You Need An Abortion 
SFHP covers abortions. You do not need to see your PCP first or get permission for an abortion. You may 

http://www.usccb.org/cchd/for_the_record2009-11.pdf
http://www.sfop.org/healthcare.html
http://www.mnhc.org/YouthServices.shtml
http://www.mnhc.org/ExcelsiorServices.shtml
http://gardnercenter.stanford.edu/docs/SFOP_0405.pdf
http://www.sfhp.org/files/PDF/members/EOC/MC_EOC_ENG.pdf
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obtain outpatient abortion services from an SFHP network provider or from a non-network provider. 
Prior authorization for outpatient abortions is not required. Inpatient hospitalization for abortions may 
be subject to prior authorization procedures as per our current policies and procedure specific to each 
medical group and hospital contract. You do not need the permission of your parents/guardian to get 
an abortion. If you need help finding someone to perform the abortion, you can call Member Services 
at (415) 547-7800 (local) or (800) 288-5555. You can also call the Department of Health Care Services 
(DHCS). DHCS can offer advice and give you a list of nearby family planning clinics. The DHCS number is 
(800) 942-1054. 

 
And 
 

Birth Control and Other Family Planning Services 
SFHP covers birth control and other family planning services. If you need birth control or other family 
planning services, you can get them from any provider who is willing to take Medi-Cal. You do not need 
to check with your primary care provider first or get an approval. You do not need to see a provider 
who is with your medical group. You do not need the permission of your parents or guardian. If you 
need help finding a provider to help you with birth control or family planning, call Member Services at 
(415) 547-7800 (local) or (800) 288-5555. You can also call the Department of Health Care Services 
(DHCS). DHCS has people who can provide advice and give you a list of nearby family planning clinics. 
The DHCS number is (800) 942-1054. 

 
Now that it has been established that San Francisco Health Plan is firmly rooted in the provision of abortion and 
birth control, it is possible to see this in action with the Healthy Kids Program.  Bear in mind that SFOP helped 
to enroll over 2,000 children in the Healthy Kids program through SFHP, because according to the services 
provided through SFHP for the Healthy Kids program 
(http://www.sfhp.org/members/programs/healthy_kids/benefits_and_services.aspx):  
 

Benefits and Services 

The Healthy Kids program provides medical, dental, and vision coverage.  San Francisco Health Plan 
offers members: 

 Doctor Visits - over 2,500 providers to choose from 
 Dental Care 
 Vision Care (Glasses & Eye Exams) - over 200 vision service providers 
 Hospital and Emergency Room Care - six of the best San Francisco hospitals 
 Prescription Drugs - over 200 pharmacies throughout San Francisco 
 Regular Check-ups  and Immunizations (shots) 
 OB/GYN Services and Pregnancy Care 
 Family Planning 
 Substance Abuse Programs 
 Mental Health Services 
 Specialty Care - over 2,000 specialists in our network 

Re: Point 3 ς See point 1. 
 
Re: Point 4 ς bƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŘƛŘ {Cht άǿƛƴέ IŜŀƭǘƘȅ {ŀƴ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊal part in its planning.  
According to Greg M. Schwartz, staff writer for J Weekly (http://www.jweekly.com/article/full/35257/s-f-
expands-health-care-plan-after-sha-ar-zahav-push/): 

http://www.sfhp.org/members/programs/healthy_kids/benefits_and_services.aspx
http://www.jweekly.com/article/full/35257/s-f-expands-health-care-plan-after-sha-ar-zahav-push/#_blank
http://www.jweekly.com/article/full/35257/s-f-expands-health-care-plan-after-sha-ar-zahav-push/#_blank
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The progressive Reform synagogue was a perfect place for the June 18 announcement, since its 
members played a significant role in the city's decision to expand the plan, called Healthy San Francisco. 
... 
Sha'ar Zahav members saw a need for more inclusive health care after the initial HSF plan was passed 
unanimously by the board in 2006. 
 
So they got the ball rolling by working with the San Francisco Organizing Project, a grassroots coalition 
of religious congregations and schools working to influence public policy. 

And just to drive the point home, the SF Dept. of Public Health web site outlines SFOP's role in the Healthy San 
Francisco health plan (http://www.sfdph.org/dph/files/reports/PolicyProcOfc/2006-
07AnnlRpt/AnnlRpt0607iChapt7.pdf): 

Roles of Advisory Group and Departments Implementing a city-wide effort to expand access to health 
services to uninsured adults requires a collaborative planning process comprised of representatives 
from health care, business, labor, advocacy organizations, philanthropy, research and other disciplines. 
The HSF Advisory Council was formed to help guide the development, planning and implementation of 
Healthy San Francisco. The Advisory Council provides expert consultation on: implementation of 
employer spending mandate, membership, benefits, provider network, utilization, costs, and 
evaluation. With the approval of the Mayor and the Board of Supervisors, the following individuals 
were appointed to the Advisory Council are: 
... 
Julia Velson, San Francisco Organizing Project 

 
A brochure about Healthy San Francisco indicates what it provides 
(http://www.healthysanfrancisco.org/files/PDF/1021HSF_Wellwoman_mailer.pdf): 
 

Family Planning: Find out more about contraception (preventing pregnancy), emergency contraception 
or planning to have a baby. 
 

And to make absolutely clear what those family planning services entail 
(http://www.californiahealthline.org/articles/2009/11/23/national-health-reform-would-not-end-need-for-
healthy-san-francisco.aspx): 
 

Healthy San Francisco also offers coverage for some services that would not be covered under a 
government-run public health insurance plan, such as elective abortion. 

 
and (http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/c/a/2009/11/23/MNC31ALDNM.DTL): 
 

But some services, such as elective abortions, may not be offered through a public option or by policies 
that are subsidized by federal funds because of the U.S. government's ban on paying for such 
procedures. San Francisco public health officials said elective abortions would continue to be provided 
through Healthy San Francisco. 

 
However, all things considered, it should really come as no surprise that the Archdiocese of San Francisco would 
so strongly defend the SFOP, considering the Archdiocese lists Sarah Nolan (with an SFOP e-mail address) as 
Parish Organizer/Outreach Coordinator (http://www.sfarchdiocese.org/ministries/social-justice-life/parish-
organizing/?search=sarah%20nolan):  

http://www.sfdph.org/dph/files/reports/PolicyProcOfc/2006-07AnnlRpt/AnnlRpt0607iChapt7.pdf
http://www.sfdph.org/dph/files/reports/PolicyProcOfc/2006-07AnnlRpt/AnnlRpt0607iChapt7.pdf
http://www.healthysanfrancisco.org/files/PDF/1021HSF_Wellwoman_mailer.pdf
http://www.californiahealthline.org/articles/2009/11/23/national-health-reform-would-not-end-need-for-healthy-san-francisco.aspx
http://www.californiahealthline.org/articles/2009/11/23/national-health-reform-would-not-end-need-for-healthy-san-francisco.aspx
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/c/a/2009/11/23/MNC31ALDNM.DTL
http://www.sfarchdiocese.org/ministries/social-justice-life/parish-organizing/?search=sarah%20nolan
http://www.sfarchdiocese.org/ministries/social-justice-life/parish-organizing/?search=sarah%20nolan
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And at least 20 parishes, in coordination with the Archdiocese of San Francisco, are working intimately with 
SFOP, its missions and goals. (http://www.sfop.org/aboutus.html)  
  
SFOP Organizing Committees in Catholic Churches 

 Church of the Epiphany Catholic ς Excelsior/Crocker Amazon  
 Corpus Christi Catholic Church - Excelsior 
 Mission Dolores Catholic - Mission 
 Star of the Sea Catholic Church - Richmond 
 St. Anthony's Church - Mission 
 St. Elizabeth's Catholic - Portola 
 {ǘΦ YŜǾƛƴΩǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭic ς Bernal Heights (exploring membership) 
 St. Patrick's Catholic Church - Downtown 
 St. Peter's Catholic Church - Mission  

 
Partnerships 
  

 Archdiocese of San Francisco 
 Church of the Visitation 
 Holy Name of Jesus 
 Notre Dame de Victories 
 hƭŘ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ 
 St. Brendan's Catholic Church 
 St. Anne of the Sunset 
 St. Cecilia 
 St. Charles Catholic Church 
 St. Dominic 
 St. Ignatius 
 St. Thomas Moore 

Also, please note that the public record for the third reading of the Healthy Kids bill 
(http://info.sen.ca.gov/pub/05-06/bill/asm/ab_0751-0800/ab_772_cfa_20050830_173734_sen_floor.html) 
contains a list of organizations supporting the bill, and those opposing.  According to it, certain organizations 
presented arguments in favor and arguments against. Supporting the bill are the Alliance of Catholic Health 
Care, California Catholic Conference, Catholic Charities of California and Catholic Healthcare West.  The lone 
opposition to the bill is the California Right to Life Committee.  Supporting arguments in favor of the bill came 
from the California Catholic Conference (http://www.cacatholic.org/index.php/about.html), which represents 
the bishops (and their dioceses) of the state of California.  Opposing the bill (and apparently the bishops as 
well), the California Right to Life Committee "argued that teenage girls will be brought into government-funded 
programs promoting birth control and abortion services," which means that the Catholic Conference of 
California possessed full knowledge of the pro-abortion and pro-birth control elements of the bill. 

Analysis - SFOP supported and helped create Healthy San Francisco, which provides birth control and abortion.  
SFOP not only lobbied for it, but was on the advisory council, which helped "guide the development, planning 
and implementation of Healthy San Francisco. The Advisory Council provides expert consultation on: 
implementation of employer spending mandate, membership, benefits, provider network, utilization, costs, and 
evaluation."  SFOP worked with the abortion and contraception-providing San Francisco Health Plan in Healthy 
San Francisco, and also worked with the same group on the Healthy Kids program, which ALSO covers birth 
control and elective abortions for children. /ƻƳōƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦŀŎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ {ChtΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ϷнллΣллл 

http://www.sfop.org/aboutus.html
http://info.sen.ca.gov/pub/05-06/bill/asm/ab_0751-0800/ab_772_cfa_20050830_173734_sen_floor.html
http://www.cacatholic.org/index.php/about.html
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for the birth control-providing Mission Neighborhood Health Center and Excelsior Clinic for Women and 
Children, and as will be made clear below, is a member of Mobilize the Immigrant Vote California, it is perfectly 
clear and completely undeniable that SFOP is actively involved in promoting abortion and birth control, in direct 
violation of Catholic Church teaching and CCHD guidelines.  
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Preble Street - Maine - $30,000 
(UPDATE 11-16-2009) According to a recent document from the CCHD titled, "For the Record - The Truth about 
CCHD Funding": The Diocese of Portland, along with CCHD, continue to gather the facts involving this 
organization. This grant has been placed on hold during this process. Once all pertinent information has been 
reviewed, a final determination will be made regarding this organization. 
(http://www.usccb.org/cchd/for_the_record2009-11.pdf)  
 
(UPDATE 03-22-нлмлύ tǊŜōƭŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜŦǳƴŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άbƻ ƻƴ мΥ tǊƻǘŜŎǘ aŀƛƴŜ 
9ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅέ Ŏƻalition. 

o Operates a day shelter where "family planning services" are made available by human service agencies. 
(http://bellarmineveritasministry.files.wordpress.com/2009/11/preble1.jpg)  

o WƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ άbƻ ƻƴ мΥ tǊƻǘŜŎǘ aŀƛƴŜ 9ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅέ Ŏƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǎŀƳŜ-sex marriage in the 
state of Maine.  (http://www.protectmaineequality.org/page.cfm?ID=136)  

o Listed as a Youth-{ŜǊǾƛŎŜ !ƎŜƴŎȅ tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘ ƛƴ wŜŀŎƘ hǳǘΩǎ нллп-нллс 9Ǿŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƛǘƭŜŘΣ ά9ƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ 
Services to Out-of-IƻƳŜ DŀȅΣ [ŜǎōƛŀƴΣ .ƛǎŜȄǳŀƭΣ ¢ǊŀƴǎƎŜƴŘŜǊΣ vǳŜŜǊ ŀƴŘ vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ¸ƻǳǘƘέ  
(http://www.nenetwork.org/glbtq/REACHOUTEVAL.pdf)  

Analysis - !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ tǊŜōƭŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘΩǎ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ !Řǳƭǘǎ ŀƴŘ CŀƳƛƭȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ άнм ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ 
visit the Resource Center to offer services such as mental health and psychiatry, family planning, and 
ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΦέ  CŀƳƛƭȅ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ōƛǊǘƘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻmetimes also means 
abortion, though this is not made clear.   

In addition to offering family planning services, Preble Street is heavily involved in promoting homosexuality.  
tǊŜōƭŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άbƻ ƻƴ мΥ tǊƻǘŜŎǘ aŀƛƴŜ 9ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅέ ŎƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛch was formed specifically to 
maintain same-ǎŜȄ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ aŀƛƴŜΦ  !ƭǎƻΣ tǊŜōƭŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ƛǎ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ wŜŀŎƘ hǳǘΩǎ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ŦƻǊ 
gays, lesbians, bisexuals, transgenders, queers ŀƴŘ άǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǘƘΦέ DƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΣ tǊŜōƭŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘ Ƙŀǎ 
no business receiving Catholic donations. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.usccb.org/cchd/for_the_record2009-11.pdf
http://bellarmineveritasministry.files.wordpress.com/2009/11/preble1.jpg
http://www.protectmaineequality.org/page.cfm?ID=136
http://www.nenetwork.org/glbtq/REACHOUTEVAL.pdf
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Voces de la Frontera ς Wisconsin - $50,000 
(UPDATE - 11-18-2009) Recently removed itself from the Health Care for America Now coalition.  
Commendable, but this still does not excuse the promotion of Gayneighbor.org. 

 tǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ƘƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ άDŀȅƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΦƻǊƎέ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭȅ ƎǊƻǳǇ 9ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴ ƛƴ hŎǘΦ нллф 
newsletter (http://www.vdlf.org/userimages/pdfs/2009-10-newspaper.pdf)   

Analysis ς ±ƻŎŜǎ ŘŜ ƭŀ CǊƻƴǘŜǊŀ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ŀƴ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǘƛǘƭŜŘΣ ά/ǊŜŀƳ /ƛǘȅ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ 
ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ DŀȅbŜƛƎƘōƻǊΦƻǊƎΣέ on page 9 of its October 2009 newsletter.  This was in support of its ally group 
Equality Wisconsin, with which it began partnering in July of 2009 
(http://www.jsonline.com/news/opinion/50497507.html). The article states: 

The campaign shares real stories of gay and transgender families and neighbors. One of Voces de la 
Frontera's strong allies in the fight for immigration justice, Equality Wisconsin, is a community partner 
in the GayNeighbor.org campaign. 

Given the strong support Voces de la Frontera has in its alliance with Equality Wisconsin, and its willingness to 
promote the Gay Neighbor campaign (which endorses homosexuality as a normal lifestyle), there is no reason it 
should be receiving Catholic donations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.vdlf.org/userimages/pdfs/2009-10-newspaper.pdf
http://www.jsonline.com/news/opinion/50497507.html
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Little Village Environmental Justice Organization (LVEJO) ς Illinois - $40,000 

 Youth program promoted birth control and homosexual lifestyles in its newsletter to teens. 
(http://www.lvejo.org/newsletter/newsletter0402.htm)  

!ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎΥ [±9WhΩǎ ǘŜŜƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ El Cilantro, issue 4, vol. 2, 
(http://www.lvejo.org/newsletter/newsletter0402.htm) boldly states that LVEJO conducted a survey regarding 
the sexual activity of teens, and decrying the fact that some are not using condoms.  The article says: 

In recent surveys taken by LVEJO... out of 40 surveyed, 25 people have had sex - and many do not even 
use condoms, but whose fault is it that these children are having babies? The girls? Or the guys? Or 
maybe the parent of these young adult not showing them the proper instruction for having sex? 
Hopefully for future generations to come we can fully stop this epidemic. 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘŜŜƴǎ άŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻǳǘέ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ says: 

It is all part of life and no one should be ashamed of his or her own sexual preference even though 
many openly object to the ideas of same sex couples. In a society that views same sex couples as being 
immoral and outrageous, it is up to the new generations of youth to stand up and voice their opinions. 
We need to adapt to new times and freedom to choices. 

9ƭ /ƛƭŀƴǘǊƻΩǎ issue 5, vol. 2, (http://www.lvejo.org/newsletter/newsletter0502.htm) contains a survey that asks 
teens about sexual activity, birth control, abortion and homosexuality. Even though these newsletters contain a 
disclaimer, disavowing the views of the authors in the newsletter, it is clear that the apathy regarding these 
topics is not conducive to a moral environment for teens.  And as further evidence of this, LVEJO was an active 
participant in, and took children to the Midwest Social Teach-In, the U.S. Social Forum in Atlanta, and the 
Midwest Social Forum.  (http://www.lvejo.org/youth2.htm) 

These pictures are from the Midwest Social Teach-In that we attended in late March.  Four YAOTL 
members attended: Juan Ramos, Raul Villalpando, Caira and Marcos Acosta.  Juan Ramos facilitated an 
impromptu workshop on the prison industrial complex with a young man from Milwaukee's Urban 
Underground youth org[anization].  The LVEJO youth were all active participants at the event from 
MCing [sic] the youth event to participating in an intergenerational fish bowl discussion.  

 
And:  
 

LVEJO's youth group hosted a break dancing competition in June of 2007 to raise money to attend the 
U.S. Social Forum in Atlanta.  

And 
 

Midwest Social Forum was held July 6th to the 8th. LVEJO youth were awarded a scholarship to attend 
the Midwest Social Forum Conference in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison (UWM).  The Midwest Social Forum Conference (MSF) is an annual gathering of community 
activists, educators, students and others committed to sharing experiences and information, 
strengthening alliances and networks, and developing effective strategies for progressive social, 
economic and political change. 

 
The Midwest Social Forum and the U.S. Social Forum are branches of the World Social 
Forum ( http://www.mwsocialforum.org/), and what is particularly alarming is what these forums present.  

http://www.lvejo.org/newsletter/newsletter0402.htm
http://www.lvejo.org/newsletter/newsletter0402.htm
http://www.lvejo.org/newsletter/newsletter0502.htm
http://www.lvejo.org/youth2.htm
http://www.mwsocialforum.org/#_blank
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Given that LVEJO has taken kids to such events, exposing them to all of the activities, we are compelled to ask 
why they are receiving Catholic donations?  For instance, the following was a part of the Midwest Teach-In: 
 

Teach in: Building a Queer Left in the Midwest [REDWOOD 3] 
(http://www.mwsocialforum.org/teachin) 
 
This workshop will serve as a follow-up to the Building the Queer Left event at the U.S. Social Forum. 
This space is open to anyone interested in building a stronger regional connection, coalition and 
movement toward an organized and powerful queer left. Some of the questions we will discuss are: 
How do we define the region we live in? What are some of the key issues in our region that should be 
addressed? Of these issues/areas, where do we need to build our analysis? How do we connect LGBT 
and queer organizing with broader racial and economic justice work? Where can we build coalitions to 
do multi-issue, multi-racial, multi-ŎƭŀǎǎŜŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΚ Iƻǿ Řƻ ǿŜ άƎŜǘ 
on ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇέ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ǉǳŜŜǊ ƭŜŦǘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻƭŜƭȅ ǊƻƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ 
by the coasts. What is our vision for a Queer Left in the Midwest?  
Facilitator: Brandon Lacy Campos, Liberty Tree Foundation for the Democratic Revolution  

 
Also about the Teach-In: (http://www.campusactivism.org/displayevent-2124.htm) 

 
Organizing across Multiple Issues 
Facilitators: Kimberly Wasserman, Lorena Lopez, and Lili Molina, Little Village Environmental Justice 
Organization (LVEJO) As a ten year organization, LVEJO has been working on seven campaigns in the 
Little Village Community and across Chicago. We will share and hear from participants about best 
practices, linking issues, organizing, planning, and community involvement.  This weekend-long 
organizing teach-in is a follow-up to the United States and Midwest Social Forums for Midwest-based 
grassroots organizations, activists, and students. The teach-in develops collaborative relationships and 
teaches organizing skills, strategies, and tactics needed to break out of the "silos" that segment the 
social justice movement. The event seeks to strengthen regional social and issue area networks and 
their interconnections. Workshops provide valuable training in certain key aspects of organizing, 
focusing in particular on the challenges of building broad-based coalitions across race, gender, class, 
age, sexual orientation, ability, issue area, and other sources of division within the movement. 
Organizers from novice to veteran are welcome, with different workshops geared to people with 
different levels of experience. 

 
LVEJO also admitted to taking children to the U.S. Social Forum in Atlanta, which included the following 
ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ƻƴ άƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎέ ŀƴŘ άǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅέ όhttp://www.radioproject.org/archive/2007/3807.html):  

LǘΩǎ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ-worn path in human history. Non-traditional and marginalized communities attacked for their 
lifestyles and their individual choices Χ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΣ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ Ŝǉǳƛǘȅ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
quest for collective empowerment. So how do we challenge and overcome gender and sexual 
oppression?  

Dr. Andrea SƳƛǘƘΣ ƻŦ άLb/L¢9Η ²ƻƳŜƴ ƻŦ /ƻƭƻǊ !Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ ±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜέ Ŏƻ-founder, Loretta Ross, SisterSong 
founder, and Imani Henry, International Action Center staff organizer spoke at the U.S. Social Forum in 
Atlanta, Georgia, this summer. They have some answers. 

El CilantǊƻΩǎ web site posted the following about the Allied Media Conference, illustrating that children are not 
sheltered from the seedier elements of these forums (http://www.elcilantro.org/?paged=3): 

http://www.mwsocialforum.org/teachin
http://www.campusactivism.org/displayevent-2124.htm
http://www.radioproject.org/archive/2007/3807.html
http://www.elcilantro.org/?paged=3
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The 11th annual Allied Media Conference (AMC) was truly amazing. Basically, the AMC is a social 
gathering event. The purpose of the AMC is to give out to each other or just simply share what you 
know with the rest of the world. 
 
At the allied media conference you will find a variety of workshops. Some will be based on education, 
women rights, environmental justice, gay rights, the economy, poverty, documentaries, youth activism 
and further topics. You can get a lot out of going to workshops at the AMC. You feel an increase of 
knowledge after each and every workshop. 
 
LVEJO has been attending the Annual AMC for 2 years. The Allied Media Conference helps us share with 
other organizations and people. 
 

[±9WhΩǎ El Cilantro ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ [±9WhΩǎ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘ DǊƻǳǇ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
U.S. Social Forum in Atlanta, Georgia (http://www.lvejo.org/youth2.htm), which exposed kids to these: 
 

 
 

 

American Life League was compelled to contact LVEJO for clarification on the youth activities at these forums, 

http://www.lvejo.org/youth2.htm
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ŀƴŘ YƛƳōŜǊƭȅ ²ŀǎǎŜǊƳŀƴΣ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ [±9WhΩǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎΥ 

²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜƴŘ ƪƛŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŀƭ CƻǊǳƳΣ ǘƘŜώȅϐ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ CƻǊǳƳ with the organization. Do they 
participate in all aspects of the conferences and learn about other areas of advocacy? The young 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎΣ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜǎΣ 
events ... sometimes they attend all the events, sometimes only a few, it really depends on numerous 
factors. 

In conclusion, it is absolutely clear that LVEJO and El Cilantro have a history of exposing kids to activities 
completely contrary ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƳƻǊŀƭ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ and, as such, are unworthy of Catholic funds. 
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Massachusetts Community Labor United (MCLU) ς Massachusetts - $30,000 

 WƻƛƴŜŘ ά/ǳǊŜ /±{ bƻǿέ Ŏƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ōƛǊǘƘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ 
(http://curecvsnow.org/index.php?id=62).  

Analysis ς The Cure CVS Now coalition web site states the following: 

In June 2009, Cure CVS joined with over 200 community groups from across the country to call on CVS 
to unlock condom cases in its stores. From HIV/AIDS awareness groups to black community health 
centers to women's rights organizations, these groups came together to call on the country's largest 
retail pharmacy chain to stop locking condom cases in its stores. 

Massachusetts Community Labor United is listed as a member of the coalition, in clear violation of Catholic 
moral teaching and the criteria of the CCHD.  However, since the initial report, Cure CVS Now has removed 
MCLU from its members list.  Fortunately, American Life League has an archived copy of the original webpage 
showing MCLU as a memberΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ŀ ǇǊŜǎǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ a/[¦Ωǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘ 
here (http://thephoenix.com/BLOGS/phlog/archive/2008/12/04/has-cvs-met-its-match-is-it-you.aspx).  
Regardless of whether or not MCLU discontinued membership in this coalition, it was well aware of the CCHD 
criteria, and should never have joined to begin with. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://curecvsnow.org/index.php?id=62
http://thephoenix.com/BLOGS/phlog/archive/2008/12/04/has-cvs-met-its-match-is-it-you.aspx
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United Workers Association (UWA)ς Maryland $50,000 

 Member of Equality Maryland coalition ς ¦²! ƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴέ that opposes 
άany amendment to the Maryland Constitution that would ban civil marriage and its vital 
protections for same-sŜȄ ŎƻǳǇƭŜǎΦέ 
(http://www.equalitymaryland.org/issues/marriage/organizations.htm) 

 Current member of pro-abortion Health Care for America Now (HCAN) coalition ς In November, the 
CCHD requested that all grantees disassociate themselves from HCAN due to HCAN taking a pro-
abortion position regarding health care reform.  UWA remained a member of this coalition. 
(http://healthcareforamericanow.org/site/content/who_we_are/)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.equalitymaryland.org/issues/marriage/organizations.htm
http://healthcareforamericanow.org/site/content/who_we_are/
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Intercommunity Justice and Peace Center ς Ohio - $25,000 
(UPDATE ς 11-17-нллфύ !ŦǘŜǊ ǿŜ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ LWt/Ωǎ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ϦŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎϦ ƻƴ 9²¢bΩǎ The World Over, 
IJPC completely removed the list and removed the reference to "friends and colleagues." Instead, IJPC has an 
"under construction" statement and a notice that says, "Inclusion on this list is not an endorsement by IJPC 
of the activities of these organizations." The original list can be viewed here: "Friends and Colleagues" 
(http://www.all.org/pdf/cchd/IJPC.pdf).  

 listed on its web site as "friends and colleagues" (http://www.ijpc -
cincinnati.org/activist_guide/activist_guide.htm)  

o CINCINNATI NOW ς (pro-abortion) National Organization for Woman  
o EQUALITY CINCINANTI (pro-homosexual, transgender organization) 
o GREATER CINCINNATI WOMEN'S RESOURCE CENTER (pro-homosexual) 
o INTERNATIONAL SOCIALIST ORGANIZATION (self-styled Marxist organization) 
o P-FLAG - Parents, Friends and Families of Lesbians and Gays  

Analysis ς This active promotion of homosexual, pro-abortion, pro-birth control, Marxist-Communist 
organizations is a complete violation of Catholic teaching, and there is no reason this organization should have 
ever received CCHD funds at all.  It should be noted that Sr. Louise Akers established the Intercommunity Justice 
and Peace Center in 1985, and while she is no longer with the IJPC, she was instructed by Archbishop Pilarczyk 
ǘƻ άǇǳōƭƛŎƭȅ ŘƛǎŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛŦ ǎƘŜ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ 
presentations or teaching for credit in any archdiocesan-ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎΦέ  
(http://ncronline.org/news/cincinnati-nun-given-ultimatum-over-ordination-views)  

The reason it is important to note is the simple fact that IJPC has a published video library list that is currently 
available (http://www.ijpc -cincinnati.org/video_1.htm).   

In that library list is ŀ ǾƛŘŜƻ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά{ŜȄƛǎƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦέ  !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Laurene Conner of The Wanderer 
(http://www.wandererforum.org/publications/focus013.html):  

In Women-Church Ruether wrote: "Constructing a church liberated from patriarchy will require the 
dismantling of clericalism." This may not have been well received in some quarters but for whatever 
reason, the fact remains Time Consultants in 1986 introduced a Ministry in Review series of 
conferences. Time Consultants, a Maryland-based private firm had for more than seventeen years 
"worked closely with the United States Catholic Conference, national organizations, dioceses and 
universities offering the finest Catholic ministerial conferences available in the area of religious 
education, liturgy, youth ministry and women in the church." The promotional brochure for its first 
conference "Women in the Church" hints at the reason behind its new Ministry in Review series: "Can 
we address today's sensitive issues in a manner that is moderate and constructive?" 

This conference held in Washington, D.C., Oct. 1986 attracted 2500 of whom 97% were women. Joan 
Chittister, OSB, past president of LCWR and on the board of Directors of NCR (National Catholic 
Reporter), as keynoter spoke on "Sexism in the Church." Fr. Richard McBrien, then chairman of the 
Theology Department, Notre Dame, addressing "An Ecclesiology for Women and Men" said "he backed 
the ministry of qualified women not only as priests but as bishops and pope." Other speakers included 
Bishop Amedee Proulx, Portland, ME., who had been on the NCCB/WOC dialogue team and Bishop Ren 
De Roo, Victoria, Canada. Several bishops were among the registrants: Francis P. Murphy, Baltimore 
(also on the NCCB/WOC team); John Fitzpatrici Brownsville, TX; Joseph Breitenbeck, Grand Rapid, MI; 
Joseph lmesch, Joliet, IL., chairman of the bishops' committee preparing a pastoral on women in the 
Church. Throughout the three day conference there were repeated calls for women's ordination. 

http://www.all.org/pdf/cchd/IJPC.pdf
http://www.ijpc-cincinnati.org/activist_guide/activist_guide.htm
http://www.ijpc-cincinnati.org/activist_guide/activist_guide.htm
http://www.ijpc-cincinnati.org/activist_guide/activist_guide.htm
http://ncronline.org/news/cincinnati-nun-given-ultimatum-over-ordination-views
http://www.ijpc-cincinnati.org/video_1.htm
http://www.wandererforum.org/publications/focus013.html
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"At a midday 'feminist liturgy' Oct. 11 sponsored by Women-Church in conjunction with the conference, 
women participants were urged to 'claim your power' during the official conference Mass that evening 
by raising their arms at the consecration and symbolically concelebrating the Eucharist. At the evening 
Mass the priest-celebrant apologized that women could not preside, and the nun who delivered a 
reflection in place of the homily said the exclusion [sic] women from ordained ministry was a form of 

slavery. But only a small minority of the congregation stretched out their hands at the consecration." 
(NC by Jerry Filteau, Times Review, Oct. 16, 1986) 

/ƭŜŀǊƭȅΣ {ǊΦ [ƻǳƛǎŜ !ƪŜǊǎΩ ǇǊƻ-ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻƴ ōȅ LWt/Φ /ƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ the circle 
from Sr. Louise Akers establishing IJPC to IJPC posting a video featuring Sr. Joan Chittister that endorses priestly 
ordination for women is this article written by Joan Chittister (http://ncronline.org/blogs/where-i-stand/louise-
akers-silenced-or-louder-everύ ŘŜŦŜƴŘƛƴƎ {ǊΦ [ƻǳƛǎŜ !ƪŜǊǎΩ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ƻƴ ǇǊƛŜǎǘƭȅ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǿƻƳŜƴΦ 

! ǾƛŘŜƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ άWomen in Society,έ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘƛǎΥ 

Changes & Contributions, Future Directions and Gender Roles 
¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ bƻǘǊŜ 5ŀƳŜΥ ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ [ƛŦŜ /ƘƻƛŎŜǎ  
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ hǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΥ ¢ƘŜ IƛŘŘŜƴ ¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ  
Documentary 
Reel Spirit 
58 minutes 

¢ƘŜ ǾƛŘŜƻǎ άMessages from the .ŀǊƛƻΣέ ά[ƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ƘŜƻƭƻƎȅέ ŀƴŘ ά[ƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ¢ŜƭŜŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ όмфууύέ 
all promote liberation theology, which has been condemned by the Church. But the most despicable video on 
that list is: 

DŜƴŘŜǊ WǳǎǘƛŎŜΥ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ wƛƎƘǘǎ ŀǊŜ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ όмффсύ 
Elizabeth Fisher, Linda Gray MacKay 
UUSC 
Based on Beijing Platform for Action  
40 minutes 

According to the book of the same name 
(http://www.riseupandcallhername.com/images/Gender_Justice_Pages_Combined.pdf), a good bit of attention 
ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ άƭŜǎōƛŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎέ ŀƴŘ άǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ōƛǊǘƘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΦ    

²ƘƛƭŜ LWt/ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ƛǘǎ άŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎέ ƭƛǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ŀ ŘƛǎŎƭŀƛƳŜǊΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŘŜƻǎ ƛǘ 
promotes that it does indeed share a similar vision to these groups, not to mention the fact that these videos in 
and of themselves violate Catholic teaching and CCHD guidelines.   

 

 

  

http://ncronline.org/blogs/where-i-stand/louise-akers-silenced-or-louder-ever
http://ncronline.org/blogs/where-i-stand/louise-akers-silenced-or-louder-ever
http://www.riseupandcallhername.com/images/Gender_Justice_Pages_Combined.pdf
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 CCHD grantees listed as partners with Mobilize the Immigrant Vote California: 

 Mobilize the Immigrant Vote CaliforniaΩǎ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ ϦwŜǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƴŜǘΦϦ 
(http://go2.wordpress.com/?id=725X1342&site=bellarmineveritasministry.wordpress.com&url=http%3
A%2F%2Fmivcalifornia.org%2Fdocs%2FMain_Page ύ aL±Ωǎ 2008 voter guide called for individuals to 
vote against abortion restrictions and for same-sex marriage. 
(http://go2.wordpress.com/?id=725X1342&site=bellarmineveritasministry.wordpress.com&url=http%3
A%2F%2Fmivcalifornia.org%2Fwiki%2Fimages%2Fa%2Faf%2FMiv-guide-2008-11-en.pdf ) 

o Faith in Community ς California - $25,000 
o People Organized for Westside Renewal ς California - $50,000 
o Coalition LA ς California - $40,000 
o Justice Overcoming Boundaries in San Diego County ς California - $25,000 
o Nuestra Casaς California - $35,000 
o San Francisco Organizing Project ς California - $35,000 

Mobilize the Immigrant Vote (MIV) (http://mivcalifornia.org/docs/Main_Page ) is a coalition of like-minded 
organizations who have developed an immigrant voter mobilization strategy which goes far beyond voter 
registration. In their own words: 

It is important to note that policy change is one of the longest term goals of MIV.  (Source: An 
Evaluation of the California Collaborative Mobilize the Immigrant Vote Pg. 12) 
(http://mivcalifornia.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/MIV-08-Evaluation-Report.pdf ) 

¢ƘŜ aL± ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ ƛǘǎ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ άŎƘŀƴƎŜέ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ 

OǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ŀǘ ŀ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ǎŎŀƭŜΣ aL±Ωǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ 
movement-building electoral organizing will cause a marked shift in the consciousness of the electorate 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŘƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΣ and the overall political power that these 
organizations hold with elected officials and policy-makers.  (Source: Ibid, pg. 7) 
(http://mivcalifornia.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/MIV-08-Evaluation-Report.pdf ) 

And more simply stated: 

We spend a lot of time on political education. We want to make sure that our communities know why 
their voting, what their [sic] voting for, that they are informed on the issues, that are critical in their 
communities, so their votes really count and make a difference in their communities.  ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ 
ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ƻǊ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎŜǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǾƻǘŜΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ 
we call a movement building electoral organizing. Yes, we want our communities to register to vote. 
Yes, we want them to get out and vote. But we want to go beyond that. We want to make sure that the 
work that we do is linked to the broader missions of our community organizations and fosters the work 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŘƻƛƴƎΦέ  (Nancy Berlin, Executive Committee Chair MIV, taken from: 
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/topics/pubs/Vegas%20Eng.pdf) 

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ aL±Ωǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƛǘ ŎƻƳǇŀǘƛōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ǎocial justice?  
Decidedly not. For example, the MIV policy platform states the following under its health care section: 

Provide low-income immigrant women and girls with access to culturally-appropriate information 
necessary to make informed decisions about their reproductive health and rights. Reproductive health 

http://go2.wordpress.com/?id=725X1342&site=bellarmineveritasministry.wordpress.com&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmivcalifornia.org%2Fdocs%2FMain_Page
http://go2.wordpress.com/?id=725X1342&site=bellarmineveritasministry.wordpress.com&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmivcalifornia.org%2Fdocs%2FMain_Page
http://go2.wordpress.com/?id=725X1342&site=bellarmineveritasministry.wordpress.com&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmivcalifornia.org%2Fwiki%2Fimages%2Fa%2Faf%2FMiv-guide-2008-11-en.pdf
http://go2.wordpress.com/?id=725X1342&site=bellarmineveritasministry.wordpress.com&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmivcalifornia.org%2Fwiki%2Fimages%2Fa%2Faf%2FMiv-guide-2008-11-en.pdf
http://mivcalifornia.org/docs/Main_Page
http://mivcalifornia.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/MIV-08-Evaluation-Report.pdf
http://mivcalifornia.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/MIV-08-Evaluation-Report.pdf
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/topics/pubs/Vegas%20Eng.pdf#_blank
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/topics/pubs/Vegas%20Eng.pdf#_blank
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ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƴŜǘΦ ό{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ MIV Immigrant Voices Platform ) 
(http://mivcalifornia.org/docs/MIV_2008_Immigrant_Voices_Platform ) 

This statement is somewhat ambiguous, so it is helpful to look at how MIV has interpreted its own platform.  
For the 2008 California elections, MIV produced a ǾƻǘŜǊΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŜ that urged voters to vote against Proposition 4, 
which required parental notification for minors seeking an abortion. 
(http://mivcalifornia.org/wiki/images/a/af/Miv-guide-2008-11-en.pdf ) 

  

!ƭǎƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǾƻǘŜǊΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǾƻǘŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ tǊƻǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ у ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƳŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
California Constitution to prevent homosexual marriage. 

MIV was both enthusiastic and proud while evaluating their efforts to promote abortion and homosexual 
marriage among the immigrant populations. In their own words: 

Two statewide propositions opposed by MIV (Prop. 4 and 6) were defeated at the polls. It is important 
to note that MIV was one of many organizations within California to take a stand against these 
ǇǊƻǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ bŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ aL±Ωǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
were both seen by the organization as jeopardizing immigrant communities. Proposition 8, which 
sought to ban gay marriage, passed in 2008. Despite the defeat, MIV partners acknowledged that it 
won by a smaller margin as compared to a similar measure in 2000, and they remained proud of the 
education they had done in low-income immigrant communities of color on this issue. One niche of 
MIV is its work to engage low-ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƻǊ ƻƴ άǿŜŘƎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎέ ς such as gay 
marriage, immigration and criminalization ς that are used to divide communities. (Source: An 
Evaluation of the California Collaborative Mobilize the Immigrant Vote Pg. 13) 
(http://mivcalifornia.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/MIV-08-Evaluation-Report.pdf) 

The video at the following link, produced by the MIV, corroborates our claims: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N51MSoJvcMQ  

One might expect organizations such as Planned Parenthood or the pro-abortion Khmer Girls in Action to be 
participating members of Mobilize the Immigrant Vote, and they are.  More surprisingly, however, is that 
Catholic Charities, the John XXIII Multi-services Center and six CCHD grantees are also on the MIV membership 
roll (http://mivcalifornia.org/docs/Mobilize_the_Immigrant_Vote%21) as campaign partners. The grantees 
listed are: 

 Faith in Community 
 People Organized for Westside Renewal ς POWER 
 Coalition LA 
 Justice Overcoming Boundaries in San Diego County 
 Nuestra Casa 

http://mivcalifornia.org/docs/MIV_2008_Immigrant_Voices_Platform
http://mivcalifornia.org/wiki/images/a/af/Miv-guide-2008-11-en.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N51MSoJvcMQ
http://mivcalifornia.org/docs/Mobilize_the_Immigrant_Vote!
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 San Francisco Organizing Project 

These Catholic-run or Catholic-funded groups may make the claim that they were unaware of the stance MIV 
has taken on abortion and homosexual marriage, but this in actuality cannot be the case. The MIV developed 
its platform and voter guide in coordination with all its member organizations. According to MIV: 

Χ ²Ƙŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻƭŘ ǳǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ aL± ŦƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
purpose but they wanted us to say what we stood for. So we took a draft platform with our six regions. 
We hashed it out with people. We sent it to our ally organizations. And we wrote up a platform that 
covers everything from immigration, worker justice, healthcare, worker rights, and more. To really try to 
give more of a base to who we are. (emphasis added. Source: Nancy Berlin, Executive Committee Chair 
MIV, taken from : http://www.wilsoncenter.org/topics/pubs/Vegas%20Eng.pdf) 

Also, according to an MIV survey, 130 out of 133 member organizations endorsed their Immigrants Voice 
Platform (http://mivcalifornia.org/blog/13 ).  The explicitly pro-abortion ǾƻǘŜǊΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŜ was also developed with 
input from the member organizations: 

We produce pros and cons information and then we take that out to the communities. We do these 
issue analysis forums. At the forums we invite everybody, all of our groups, all of our neighbors. The 
community debates it, what do we think, back and forth. We take a straw-poll vote, how do you feel 
about this. We do them in our six regions. We bring it back. We compile all that information and go, Ok, 
what do we want to put in the voter guide? And we use what the people told us out in these forums as 
the basis of the pros and cons that we write up. (emphasis added. Source: Nancy Berlin, Executive 
Committee Chair MIV, taken from : http://w ww.wilsoncenter.org/topics/pubs/Vegas%20Eng.pdf) 

Even if we were to assume out of charity that the Catholic Charities groups did not support the pro-abortion 
language in the 2008 ǾƻǘŜǊΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŜs, the question remains:  Why continue working with such an organization 
and expose Catholic immigrants to pro-abortion indoctrination? 

The same question holds for the CCHD grantees.   

After our initial report on MIV and the CCHD grantees listed as ally organizations, CCHD posted a response, 
stating:  

For each of the six funded groups, CCHD received specific approval from the bishop of each local 
diocese in which the organizations are located to fund them. All six groups confirmed to CCHD they 
were never consulted about MIV taking positions on ballot initiatives contrary to Catholic social 
ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΦ ό{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ άFor the Recordάύ όhttp://www.usccb.org/cchd/for_the_record2009-11.pdf ) 

We find it rather startling that the CCHD is relying on the word of spokesmen from accused organizations as 
testimony worthy of clearing their names.  If the American justice system worked this way, our prisons would be 
empty because no criminal would ever admit to having committed a crime.  But even more to the point, this 
contradicts the statements we posted from Nancy Berlin, Executive Committee Chair of MIV, which stated that 
ǘƘŜ ǾƻǘŜǊΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƛƴ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ aL±Ωǎ Ŏƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΦ  Furthermore, several of the 
CCHD grantees listed were not only general campaign members of MIV, but more closely related to MIV 
through its MOVE program.  The MOVE program, according to MIV, ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ άƘƛƎƘŜǊ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ 
ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ ƎǊŀǎǎǊƻƻǘǎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΦέ όsource: pg. 12) (http://mivcalifornia.org/blog/wp-
content/uploads/2009/08/MIV-08-Evaluation-Report.pdf ) 

http://www.wilsoncenter.org/topics/pubs/Vegas%20Eng.pdf#_blank
http://mivcalifornia.org/blog/13
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/topics/pubs/Vegas%20Eng.pdf#_blank
http://www.usccb.org/cchd/for_the_record2009-11.pdf
http://mivcalifornia.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/MIV-08-Evaluation-Report.pdf
http://mivcalifornia.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/MIV-08-Evaluation-Report.pdf
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Also, according to an evaluation of MIV posted on its own web site: 

MOVE partners come together in five local tables throughout California to learn together and discuss 
the specific needs of their regions. MOVE partners have underscored the value of these convenings and 
feel they hold potential for increased collaboration on civic engagement and policy campaigns. (Source: 
An Evaluation of Mobilize the Immigrant Vote California Collaborative, pg. 14) 
(http://mivcalifornia.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/MIV-08-Evaluation-Report.pdf ) 

The CCHD grantees involved in the MIV MOVE program are: Justice Overcoming Boundaries (JOB), Coalition LA 
and Faith in Community. (http://mivcalifornia.org/docs/MIV_Post-
elections_Reflections_%28November_2008%29 )  Due to their higher level of involvement, we find it difficult to 
believe that these grantees were in the dark about the MIV ballot initiatives. 

MIV publicly posted the dates, times and locations of their Issue Analysis Forums, and invited all members to 
attend. (http://mivcalifornia.org/blog/5 ) Based on photos we have obtained from these forums, we know they 
were well attended and both Proposition 4 and Proposition 8 were discussed: 

 

/ƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ //I5Ωǎ άCƻǊ ǘƘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘέΥ 

Additionally, the Mobilize the Immigrant Vote wŜō ǎƛǘŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΥ ά¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ 
organizations listed above do ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜ aL±Ωǎ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ōŀƭƭƻǘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ƻǊ 
ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎΦέ ό{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ For the Record) (http://ww w.usccb.org/cchd/for_the_record2009-11.pdf ) 

¸ŜǎΣ aL±Ωǎ member page (http://mivcalifornia.org/docs/Mobilize_the_Immigrant_Vote%21) now includes that 
disclaimer.  However, this disclaimer was added only after our report was published.  The following is a screen 
shot taken October 9, 2009: 

http://mivcalifornia.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/MIV-08-Evaluation-Report.pdf
http://mivcalifornia.org/docs/MIV_Post-elections_Reflections_%28November_2008%29
http://mivcalifornia.org/docs/MIV_Post-elections_Reflections_%28November_2008%29
http://mivcalifornia.org/blog/5
http://www.usccb.org/cchd/for_the_record2009-11.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/cchd/for_the_record2009-11.pdf
http://mivcalifornia.org/docs/Mobilize_the_Immigrant_Vote!
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Finally, in regards to MIV, the CCHD offers the following: 

In fact, Coalition LA, one of the six groups, produces its own voterΩǎ guide that is approved by the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles prior to publication. (Source: For the Record) 
(http://www.usccb.org/cchd/for_the_record2009-11.pdf ) 

Regardless of whether Coalition LA produced its own voteǊΩǎ guide or not, we still question why Coalition LA is 
highly involved with MIV.  !ƭǎƻΣ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ /ƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ [!Ωǎ ǾƻǘŜǊΩǎ guide from 2000 specifically calls 
for votes against Proposition 22. 

http://www.usccb.org/cchd/for_the_record2009-11.pdf
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Proposition 22 is described by the vote guide as follows: 

 

Analysis: MIV formed a platform in concert with its ally members, three of which did not endorse it.  This 
platform specifically called for a pro-abortion, pro-homosexual position, which was incorporated into the MIV 
voteǊΩǎ guide.  Regardless of whether or not the CCHD members endorsed the MIV platform, they did not 
publicly renounce it, nor did they disassociate from the coalition after it stated an immoral position.  There is no 


